March 9th


Date: Friday, March 10, 2017
Subject: GOOD MORNING VIETNAM!!

HI all, 

AFter having our champagne brunch at the Fullerton in Singapore with our friends Gillian and Steve, got on the Constellation and started DRINKING..HA!  next day was a sea day of Trivia and a party and more Trivia, more drinking and dining.

THe next day we arrived in Vietnam Nam and took a tour to Saigon...HoChi Minh City...YIKES...seeing the Hammer and Sickle Flags everywhere was a little disconcerting!  VIsited a famous, but ugly pagoda, the Presidential Palace of Unification, a museum where they had some of our Huey's, Tanks and F4s, and where our Embassy used to be.....then to lunch in the "Rodeo Drive " area of Saigon, then onto a zoo and botanicals gardens....nothing special.   

LITTLE motor.  scooters EVERYWHERE...all going in different directions... some had two adults and two kids on them...others were loaded down with working supplies or  market supplies...I mean LOADED DOWN.  We were gone for 9 hours because the ship was docked about 1 1/2 hrs from the  city center.  We came back pounds heavier just from SWEAT!!!  QUick shower drinks, dinner and then dancing  til 1:00......uh...that would be A.M.!!!  OMG!!!  NExt day a sea day.....lots of Trivia but don't remember much else!!

NExt day we got back into Vietnam Nam, ancient HUE,  did a tour and saw a ton of the Royalty places....the Citadel, palaces, tombs, gardens...Beautiful Topiaries EVERYWHERE, even in the poorest parts of town, and there are MOSTLY poor parts of town.....trash all over, and the motor scooters are COUNTLESS!!!  HAd a lunch at a fancy hotel, but after seeing all the fish farms on the way into the city and seeing how DIRTY the water was, no one had much of an appetite.  saw tons of water buffalo in the rice paddies, and down the middle of the streets even....cows too, just strolling along the roads like they owned them!

March 9th 
DOUBLE OOPSIE!!!  I forgot to tell you about Singapore...the most FABULOUS city I have ever seen!!!  AFter our breakfast, we walked all along the Marina area,and Sheldon Addleson,s Marina Sands Hotel is one of the most STUNNING bldgs ever!  Three towers with what looks like ship spanning all three....sorry I can't send a picture of it.  Gorgeous huge high rises everywhere... we LOVED Singapore and will be back in it 3 or4 more times...YEAH!!  WIsh everyone of you could se it, if you haven't already. 

On Friday, March 10, 2017, Susan Levison <susanscottchi@gmail.com> wrote:

OOPSIE!!   PRemature sending!!  Off to Hong Kong tomorrow! 

On Friday, March 10, 2017, Susan Levison <susanscottchi@gmail.com> wrote:

HI all, 

AFter having our champagne brunch at the Fullerton in Singapore with our friends Gillian and Steve, got on the Constellation and started DRINKING..HA!  next day was a sea day of Trivia and a party and more Trivia, more drinking and dining.

THe next day we arrived in Vietnam Nam and took a tour to Saigon...HoChi Minh City...YIKES...seeing the Hammer and Sickle Flags everywhere was a little disconcerting!  VIsited a famous, but ugly pagoda, the Presidential Palace of Unification, a museum where they had some of our Huey's, Tanks and F4s, and where our Embassy used to be.....then to lunch in the "Rodeo Drive " area of Saigon, then onto a zoo and botanicals gardens....nothing special.   

LITTLE motor.  scooters EVERYWHERE...all going in different directions... some had two adults and two kids on them...others were loaded down with working supplies or  market supplies...I mean LOADED DOWN.  We were gone for 9 hours because the ship was docked about 1 1/2 hrs from the  city center.  We came back pounds heavier just from SWEAT!!!  QUick shower drinks, dinner and then dancing  til 1:00......uh...that would be A.M.!!!  OMG!!!  NExt day a sea day.....lots of Trivia but don't remember much else!!

NExt day we got back into Vietnam Nam, ancient HUE,  did a tour and saw a ton of the Royalty places....the Citadel, palaces, tombs, gardens...Beautiful Topiaries EVERYWHERE, even in the poorest parts of town, and there are MOSTLY poor parts of town.....trash all over, and the motor scooters are COUNTLESS!!!  HAd a lunch at a fancy hotel, but after seeing all the fish farms on the way into the city and seeing how DIRTY the water was, no one had much of an appetite.  saw tons of water buffalo in the rice paddies, and down the middle of the streets even....cows too, just strolling along the roads like they owned them!

March 13th 

Hong Kong was Fabulous!! Foggy and cold so we didn't do the Victoria Peak Tram, but we did everything else!!!!  STeve, Gill, Scott and I bought all day underground passes....Gill did a ton of work planning it all out, so we went to central Hong Kong....all the finest shops...then took a taxi to Stanley Market on Hong Kong Island....up the "mountain"....GORGOUS RIDE...Looked like Monaco on the Upper Corniche Drive....took the underground back to the NAN something Gardens and a Huge Temple with a lot of lung clogging incense!!  HOpefully Scott will be able to attach a picture or two,
March 13th
SCott. Will attach pictures!  GEtting off the ship, they have scanners that take your temperature so no one gets in who has a fever!! 

We WON the progressive Trivia!!!!  We didn't even play the last one because the questions were so hard!!!  We shared the booty with our friends and a couple we played with once......they had never won anything, so we're happy to get ANYTHING!!!  GOD bless them!! 

LAst night we ate dinner with the staff captain, Konstantinos....otherwise known as CUTIE PIE in Ocean  restaurant.....quite disappointing meal in such a fabulous place!

Today Manila Phillipines,,HOT...HOT...HOT....and HUMID!!  I didn't even get off since I got some kind of hideous rash in HONG KONG on my HUGE leg that has edema already....NOT PRETTY!!  PUKABLE actually....and we had to go thru scanners for fever again, and I was afraid my huge red leg would quarantine me!!!

Tomorrow is Boraclay  Philippines!!!

March 15th 
good Morning BORNEO!!!! 

We are in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia on the island of BORNEO!!  Orangatans, tigers, elephants in the wild....plus the Wild Man from the Pampas Pamperro Firpo!!  For all you young people, he was the wrestler in the 60's!!!  Scott made me put that in.

After we left Hong Kong we went to Manilla and Boracay, in the phillipines.  gill, Steve and Scott did Manilla, and I stayed and rested my ugly leg.  Bit we all went to Boracay......wildest rides EVER!!!!  Tiny motorcycles with a teeny tiny sidecar attached that SHOULD hold 3 people, but we saw as many as 8 on them....think of CLOWN CAR!!  Practically dirt roads....totally indescribable without pics, the poverty, the scenery and the people are VERY nice....sat at a bar on the beautiful white sand beach at a resort type hotel beach, had drinks all except me, and I should have to give me courage for the wild ride back!!!

Off to See Borneo.......hopefully no tiger eats any of us!!!  next stop Singapore for 2 days!!

Xox..s

March 16th
OK....we all survived Borneo and actually  it looked like LAS VEGAS compared to Boracay Phillipines!!!  They even had proper cars for taxis!!  HOTTER THAN HELL!!  On to Singapore!! 

Sent: Saturday, March 18, 2017 6:48:00 PM
Subject: Re: Cruise blog 4.....end of first cruise

Hi all!!

We are in GORGEOUS Singapore today...went to The iconic Raffles Hotel, home of the Singapore Sling, but for $30.00 a drink we walked away thirsty!!  Walked the "heritage" district.....think of beautiful Washington DC buildings...surrounded by the most fabulous high high high rises everywhere.  Saw baseball games adjacent to a cricket match....Went to Chinatown then back to the ship to showere again and cool off....it has been 90 plus everywhere but Hong Kong!  we are going back today to see the Botanical Gardens and Little India.  We don,t leave until 8:00 tonite so we will see the big laser show they put on when we are sailing out!

Lovely, lovely cruise, having super fun with Gill and Steve....they leave today and TJ and Tom from Pensacola join us for more fun and adventures!!

Hope everyone is doing fine.

Xox..s

On Wednesday, March 15, 2017, Susan Levison <susanscottchi@gmail.com> wrote:


good Morning BORNEO!!!! 

We are in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia on the island of BORNEO!!  Orangatans, tigers, elephants in the wild....plus the Wild Man from the Pampas Pamperro Firpo!!  For all you young people, he was the wrestler in the 60's!!!  Scott made me put that in.

After we left Hong Kong we went to Manilla and Boracay, in the phillipines.  gill, Steve and Scott did Manilla, and I stayed and rested my ugly leg.  Bit we all went to Boracay......wildest rides EVER!!!!  Tiny motorcycles with a teeny tiny sidecar attached that SHOULD hold 3 people, but we saw as many as 8 on them....think of CLOWN CAR!!  Practically dirt roads....totally indescribable without pics, the poverty, the scenery and the people are VERY nice....sat at a bar on the beautiful white sand beach at a resort type hotel beach, had drinks all except me, and I should have to give me courage for the wild ride back!!!

Off to See Borneo.......hopefully no tiger eats any of us!!!  next stop Singapore for 2 days!!

Xox..s
